Fatal thromboembolism in acute promyelocytic leukemia during all-trans retinoic acid therapy combined with antifibrinolytic therapy for prophylaxis of hemorrhage.
In contrast to patients with disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) due to other causes, patients with acute promyelocytic leukemia (APL) receiving standard cytotoxic chemotherapy can be treated safely with antifibrinolytic drugs for prophylaxis of hemorrhage, without the occurrence of thromboembolic complications. However, such drugs should be used cautiously in APL patients who are receiving all-trans retinoic acid (ATRA) differentiation therapy. We report here a patient with APL who had fatal thromboembolism after receiving ATRA and tranexamic acid therapy.